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STATE AID TO LIBRARIES. 



Paper road before the Xew Hampshire Library Association, at a 
meeting held in Concord, January 27, 1802, 

By J. II. WlIITTIEK. 



In considering this question we shall endeavor to confine our- 
selves to practical ground, avoiding alike the schemes and the- 
ories of the enthusiast and the visionary, and leaving to others 
the position of the old fogy and the constitutional grumbler, 
who may always be depended upon to see insurmountable ob- 
stacles in the pathway of progress. 

. It is not our purpose to take your time in the contemplation 
of "castles in the air," or to advocate the launching of the state 
in a doubtful experiment, but rather that the state may assume 
its rightful position and, by methods which a just consideration 
of the principles of political economy shall direct, may aid in 
extending the power and usefulness of this branch of educa- 
tional work. 

The experience of the past fifty years has taught our people 
something of the benefits and advantages to be derived from a 
public library. Every year we are compelled to admit more 
fully that its influence and usefulness are important factors in 
the mental development of a community. 

In the early history of our country, the sturdy pioneers who 
left home and friends to try their fortune in a new world, early 
recognized the advantages of education, and made such pro- 
vision in this direction as their limited means would allow. At 
a later period we see them establishing a free school system 
that to-day leads the world, and is thoroughly recognized as one 
of the chief bulwarks of our civilization. Indeed, universal 
education may almost be said to be the one agency absolutely 
essential to the existence of our free institutions. 
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Now T^hat of the public library? The school educates the 
pupil to read, the library furnishes the reading matter. The 
school trains the pupil in early life, thus providing the founda- 
tion for an education which only a lifetime can complete. But 
if the work of development is to be continued with the people 
who have passed the school age, we must necessarily recognize 
the influence of the library as an important element in the ac- 
complishment of this work. 

Many of our boys and girls are not able to secure the full ad- 
vantage afforded by the public schools, some being deprived of 
their rightful inheritance by the carelessness or indifference of 
parents. Others are compelled by the necessities of life to ex- 
change the schoolroom and its duties for the factory and its 
endless round of toil, thus failing to possess important vantage 
ground in the battle of life. Think you the library could be of 
any advantage in making up the lost ground? Think you the 
open doors of such an institution would offer any advantages or 
tend to exert an influence for good, by placing within the reach 
of all this class opportunities for self improvement and instruc- 
tion ? The answer is only too apparent and, should such advan- 
tages be available, a just consideration of their merits would 
very soon lead all classes to recognize the benefits to be ob- 
tained by availing themselves of the refining, elevating and 
educative influences offered in this way. Indeed, libraries may 
well be considered as supplementing and completing the work 
of the public school, exerting an influence that tends at once 
to make the home brighter, better and happier, and as an edu- 
cating force extending its beneficent influence to all classes 
alike, to the old and the young, the rich and the poor, recog- 
nizing no class distinctions, but clearly demonstrating its power 
as an effective means of spreading intelligence among the 
masses, and well and richly earning the title of the people's 
university. 

It ought not to be necessary, at this time and in this our state 
of New Hampshire, to argue the benefits to be derived from 
the public library, but when we look around over the state and 
see only a few libraries scattered here and there, while a large 
number of towns are entirely without educational facilities of 
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this kind, we are led to believe that there is trouble somewhere. 
Is it that the subject is lacking in importance, or are many of 
our people asleep and neglectful where they should be awake 
and aggressive? 

It is needless to bring an array of facts and arguments to 
prove the close relation of the library to our educational sys- 
tem, or to demonstrate that the state should use all its influence 
to educate its people, thus better fitting them for the duties of 
citizenship. This matter considered in the light of the experi- 
ence of the past, resolves itself into the question, not of whether 
library interests shall be advanced, not as to whether it would 
be a benefit to place a collection of books within the reach of 
every man, woman and child of our Granite state, but rather 
what means shall be employed to bring about the much desired 
result. 

There seems to be a growing disposition throughout the 
country to extend the treasures of learning to the masses 
through this agency. The drift is in the right direction, the 
only question is as to the methods. New Hampshire was among 
the first to recognize by legislative enactment the value of libra- 
ries as an aid to education. Shall our state be among the first 
to recognize the necessity of their establishment in every town, 
as indispensable as the school itself to a complete educational 
system? To-day it is our privilege, to lead in this great work; 
shall we prove ourselves worthy of the occasion? How can the 
aid of the state be best directed to extend a system, the foun- 
dation of which was laid by the enactment of our library law 
of 1849, so thai the means of knowledge may be placed within 
the reach of all? Let us learn from the experience of other 
states, and profit from their successes or faiilures. 

New York was the leader in this work, and from the year 
1839 till the present time, the Legislature has annually appro- 
priated the sum of $50,000 or $55,000 in aid of school disti'ict 
libraries. In this way there has been paid out a total sum of 
nearly $3,000,000. The result has been at once a success and 
a failure, a success in that much good has been accomplished, 
a failure when considered as a whole. The number of books 
in the district libraries decreased from 1,604,210 in 1853, to 
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about one-half that number at the present time. We have the 
authority of the superintendent of public instruction for saying 
that the state appropriation has in many cases been diverted 
from its original purpose, this being especially true in the rural 
districts, which the appropriation was particularly designed to 
benefit. In a word, the system is a failure in the places where 
libraries are most needed. Another reason which he suggested 
as partly responsible for the failure to obtain the best results, 
was the lack of necessary restraint and .direction in the selec- 
tion of the books. 

Many of the states followed the lead of New York in the es- 
tablishment of school district libraries, and with somewhat like 
results. No state can be said to have made a success of the 
system. A few of the more apparent causes for the failure of 
these efforts were : 

Firat, diversion of the funds received from the state to other 
purposes. 

Second, lack of intelligent supervision in the selection and 
care of the books. 

Third, smallness of the appropriation to each of the districts 
of the state, the average in the state of New York being less 
than $5. 

Fourth, no law compelling districts to raise money to supple- 
ment the state aid. 

So much for the failures of the past, but at the present time 
New York is taking effective measures to encourage the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of public libraries, by the establish- 
ment of a school for librarians, and by a state supervision look- 
ing to the recognition of libraries as a part of the educational 
system of the state. 

The recent enactment in Massachusetts and in our own state 
of laws intended to encourage the establishment of libraries 
will, it is hoped, do something to accomplish the much desired 
result. The effect of the Massachusetts law has been the 
founding of thirty-six libraries within the past year. Let us 
hope that New Hampshire will do as well. 

The only other New England state to extend aid to its libra- 
ries is Rhode Island. Their law authorizes aid either to towns. 
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associations or individuals maintaining a free circulating library, 
the sum of $50 being allowed for the first 500 volumes, and $25 
for each additional 500 volumes to the amount of $200, the sum 
to be expended in books under the direction of the state board 
of education. The number of libraries thus aided in the year 
1890, was thirty-nine, at an expense of about $4,500. There 
is a close state supervision of the library work. This form of 
aid is apparently followed by good results, as nearly all the 
libraries are in a flourishing condition, the books having a large 
circulation, and while the system may be open to criticism, yet 
in practical results it would seem to lead all the other states in 
this direction. As to the improvement of the system we quote 
from the recent report of the state board of education : 

"If some way could be devised whereby all these libraries 
could be placed under the control of the town, and be made the 
recipients of annual appropriations, and have the regular care 
and oversight of some continuous and responsible body like the 
school committee, town council or board of trustees appointed 
by the town, a permanent character would be at once given to 
these institutions that would ultimately attract to them the at- 
tention and regard of those who have that wherewith they wish 
and are able to benefit their fellow men. No channel for the 
perpetual flow of bounty to a community, can be compared with 
that of a well established and well oi'dered public library. In 
some towns the step has akeady been taken and should be* in 
many more." 

Thus we see that in one state at least, the people are awake 
to the importance of this matter, and are putting into practical 
form an admittedly necessary and beneficent work. 

The experience of the past and the best authorities of the 
present, would seem to teach conclusively that library work as 
aided by the state assumes its most practical form in the estab- 
lishment of town libraries ; again it clearly demonstrates that a 
permanent appropriation should be assured for their support. 
If you will follow the history of this work from the time the 
first public library was established in Peterboro, this state, to 
the present time, you will find yet another factor absolutely 
necessary tP success — so necessary that no argument is needed 
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to prove its importance — and that is that the best results can 
only be obtained by careful and intelligent supervision in the 
selection of books, and in the establishment of a practical sys- 
tem of library work, thus recognizing the fact that the library 
is not a mere automatic machine, but an institution possessing 
a power for evil as well as good, and only most useful when 
careful direction and oversight keep it true to its mission. The 
question of state aid might be much better determined were 
there a surety that libraries aided in this way would be man- 
aged in a manner to best serve the public interest. State aid 
to one of the "dead-alive" institutions to be found in some of 
our towns, would be so much money thrown away. 

Before the question of a money appropriation for the pur- 
chase of books is considered, it seems to us that two very im- 
portant considerations essential to the greatest success should 
be taken into account. 

First, the passage of a law having in it the "must" and 
"shall," making it obligatory upon towns to appropriate annual 
sums for the maintenance of a public library, and equally as 
important the placing of such institutions under the supervision 
of some central authority, who shall prescribe such general iniles 
as shall tend to the adoption of uniform library methods, and 
who shall have general supervision and control of the library 
interests of the state. In no better way could the help of the 
state be extended than in the accomplishment of these two very 
desirable results, and any advocacy on our part favoring a direct 
appropriation from the state shall be from the platform of com- 
pulsory appropriations by the towns, and a careful supervision 
of library work. 

The unequal distribution of wealth must necessarily result in 
inequality of taxation, and it is often the case, especially in the 
sparsely settled districts, that those upon whom the burden 
bears most heavily have accorded them the poorest privileges. 
Now, if in the distribution of state aid a plan could be devised 
to extend a helping hand to those towns which have been left 
behind in the race for wealth, and which can in many instances 
ill afford to provide proper educational facilities, such a distri- 
bution would most nearly meet the necessities of tb^ case, I» 
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a word, the solution of the question lies in the practical appli- 
cation^ of the principle of extending aid where aid is needed, 
and withholding it from the more prosperous communities in 
the centres of population, where the people can well afford to 
provide themselves with adequate library privileges. We believe 
the carrying out of such a policy to be in the line of true econ- 
omy and in accordance with the principles of right and justice. 

The objection would doubtless be raised that it would be 
unjust to tax the cities and larger towns to assist the rural sec- 
tions, but as long as our centres of population are drawing 
from the country the best of their young men and women, men 
who are constantly in the front rank in the various branches of 
city industries, as long as the country town is constantly fur- 
nishing brains to help run the factories and carry on trade in 
our cities and villages, just so long will the balance remain with 
the rural communities, and if now and then a small fraction of 
that indebtedness can be cancelled, and in a way to improve the 
educational advantages of the beneficiaries, who will raise a 
word of objection ? Who will say that the inhabitants of our 
hill towns shall not be aided in securing to themselves the ad- 
vantages of a public library even if the city and large town 
have to bear a part of the burden ? Indeed, we would venture 
to say that, were the whole property of every citizen taxed as 
near to its actual value as is the property of the farmer, the re- 
sult would justify the statement that under the existing order 
of things there lies the danger of not doing enough rather than 
that of doing too much. Every citizen is interested in the 
question of taxation for the support of pauperism and for the 
suppression of crime. Should not every citizen be interested 
to advance the cause of popular education as one of the most 
potent means at the command of the state for the supplanting 
of ignorance, and thus lessening the evils that tend to impose 
these burdens on the tax-payer? One of the speakers at a 
meeting of the National Educational association several years 
ago is authority for this statement : 

" It is calculated by experts in social science, that ninety-six 
per cent, of pauperism can be eradicated, and at least one-half 
the crime in the community be prevented by education." 
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When we consider the close relation of ignorance to those 
evils that tend to degrade and burden the people of our state, 
and on the other hand recognize the advancement in material 
prosperity sure to follow a more general diffusion of knowledge 
among the people, we are lead to believe that this is not a ques- 
tion of whether the money of the tax-payer can be well em- 
ployed in this direction, but rather that such expenditure would 
be an investment returning a rich interest in the advancement 
of the material welfare of the state. This is not a question of 
extravagant expenditure of the state's fund, but rather a prac- 
tical application of the soundest principles of political economy. 

We are living in a world of changes, and as advances are 
made we must take advanced ground or be left in the rear. In 
the political world changes toward a more liberal form of gov- 
ernment and a just recognition of individual rights are con- 
stantly going on. We see advancement in the theological 
world, whether we look to Andover or study the ideas and plat- 
form advocated by Dr. Briggs. The heretic of yesterday is the 
leader of to-day. 

Now as we become more alive to the educational needs of our 
people, let us take advanced ground which shall place us in the 
front rank in the matter of public libraries. Facts are stubborn 
things ; if we refuse to recognize them they may prove a serious 
stumbling block in the pathway of our progress. If asked 
what was the greatest invention, we would answer, the art of 
printing. Indeed, so important are the results following the 
working out of this art, that other inventions bear no compari- 
son. By its aid we may have spread before us the treasured 
knowledge learned by the experience of ages, and be introduced 
to the best thous;hts of the greatest minds the world has ever 
seen, such is the wonderful power of the printed page. Is it 
not a consideration worthy of our best efforts as individuals, as 
an association and as a state, to use our influence to place this 
rich storehouse within the reach of all our people ? 
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BENEFITS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES, AND LAWS RELATING 

TO THE SAME. 



Paper road before a meeting of Eastern New Hampshire Pomona 

Grange, held in Rochester, April 7, 1892, 
By J. IT. Whittier. 



Realizing the great and growing importance of this question, 
as related to the future welfare of the state, it was with some 
misgivings that I accepted the invitation to occupy a share of 
your time in its consideration. 

That the matter is one well worthy of our earnest attention 
there can be no doubt, and while we do not approach the sub- 
ject with the expectation of adequately considering the merits 
and equities of the case, yet if in the few words that follow a 
single idea shall be advanced that shall tend to awaken an ad- 
ditional interest, or that shall in any degree exert an influence 
favorable to library extension, such a result will richly repay 
any effort that may have been put forth, having such an object 

in view. 
If facts and figures were needed to prove the inestimable 

benefits of education, the history of the past furnishes them in 
abundance, and the educational system that most nearly reaches 
all classes and tends to equalize the opportunities for intellec- 
tual growth and culture must necessarily commend itself to the 
thoughtful student. 

The theory of popular education as a civilizer, has been thor- 
oughly recognized throughout the political histoiy of our own 
countiy. Indeed, it has come to be something of an axiom, 
that the better educated a people are, the better their form of 
government and the more sure their progress along the lines of 
material prosperity. 

Every advancement in this direction tends to more fully in- 
sure safety to individual rights and opens up boundless oppor- 
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tunities for increasing the sum of human happiness and improv- 
ing to a fuller extent the natural resoui'ces with which the com- 
munity may be favored. It not only exerts an influence in a 
temporary sense, but continues a potent factor in shaping the 
civilization of the future. 

Every movement tending to advance educational interests 
marks a forward step in the direction of a move perfect civili- 
zation. 

Let us not be considered as using the word education in the 
restricted sense, as compassed by a few years' training in early 
life in our town schools, but rather as extending to the broader 
field in which human effort and endeavor are directed to the 
accomplishment of the great work that lies undone at the thi*esh- 
hold of life with every individual. W,e are living in a practical 
age, and must recognize that a factor which so largely develops 
the latent powers and broadens the field of action for. the indi- 
vidual must ever occupy a prominent place in the field of sound 
political economy. 

Assuming a general agreement as to the benefits of educfi- 
tion, let us consider what relation free public libraries bear to 
this work. 

That they occupy an important place as a means for the dif- 
fusion of knowledge among the masses has been proven by the 
experience of the past, and we look to a not far distant future 
to more fully demonstrate their great power as educators, and 
to accord a fuller recognition of their true place in educational 
economy. 

The great end sought in our school education is to train the 
mind and awaken the intellect of the child in such a direction 
as shall best fit him for the responsibilities of life, thus furnish- 
ing the rudiments of an education, which shall enable him by 
personal observation and through the recoixied experiences of 
others to draw useful lessons from surrounding conditions, and 
thus become the better able to direct his efforts in such a manner 
as shall secure success and prosperity. 

The school furnishes the foundation, the library the building 
material, the one as necessary as the other in the building up 
of a complete educational system. 
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The printed page bears a similar relation to the individual as 
does the chart to the mariner. While an attempt may be made 
to sail a ship without chart or compass, the results that follow 
such a course advertise to the world the stupidity of the man 
who, refusing to learn from the recorded experiences of the 
past, hastens on to an adverse fate. Every good book is a 
landmark that may tend to guide the feet of its readers along 
the true pathway, and thus exert an influence which shall bear 
fruit in improved morals and good citizenship. With these 
facts before us, the supplying of good reading matter can but 
be recognized, and as properly arranged fr^e public libraries, 
together with a general distribution of- cun*ent periodical liter- 
ature, are the most effective means to be employed in the ac- 
complishment of such a result, little need be said as to the de- 
sirability of placing a collection of good books within the reach 
of every person in our state. 

It is an indisputable fact that the population of our farming 
communities has decreased within the last twenty years, and 
conditions have materially changed in the purely agricultural 
sections. This is true to such an extent that it has attracted 
the attention of the best friends of agricultural interests, and 
they have devoted their energies to a solution of the question. 
Some will look at the matter only on the dark side, and instead 
of seeking out a remedy for any existing disadvantages or de- 
pression, simply spend their time in mourning over the fact that 
the old methods, if pursued, will not be followed by successful 
results. But this would be equally true of any line of manu- 
facture. In fact, I ventiu'e to say that more changes have taken 
place in the methods employed in almost any branch of manu- 
facture than is the case in the farming world. A part of the 
trouble doubtless lies in the fact that farmers are as a class 
very conservative, and unless awakened by some special means 
are likely to keep in the old rut to their own disadvantage from 
a pecuniary point of view. 

And just here comes in the influence of the grange, as an 
important working force, awakening a discussion and exchange 
of views as to the best methods to be employed in the accom- 
plishment of certain desired results. The work of its membcLi-s 
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is not the conducting of a funeral over the remains of lost 
opportunities or of conditions having no existence except in the 
memory of bygone years, but they accept the situation as they 
find it, and work for the best results with the means at hand, 
leaving to others the part of the man who is always looking 
back to the so-called "good old times," and who spends his 
time in lamenting the changes that have taken place, while he 
makes no effort to conform to existing facts and conditions. 
With the rapid growth and extension of grange influence I think 
it safe to say that we shall see increased prosperity throughout 
the farming communities of our state. 

In the work of educsCting the farmer as to the best methods 
to be employed in advancing agricultural interests, and in the 
intellectual improvement of himself and his family, the advan- 
tages of the free public library, if available, must necessarily 
be a great and constant influence, tending to home happiness 
and self-improvement to an extent hardly to be estimated. 

The public library would be particularly beneficial in farming 
communities for the reason that the people to be found there 
would call for and read a better class of books than would be 
the case among the inhabitants of manufacturing centres. 
Again, as these sections are sparsely settled, and as a conse- 
quence offer less opportunities for amusement in other direc- 
tions than is the case in thickly settled districts, the companion- 
ship of books would be especially appreciated ; then, the people 
of such a community have more time, particularly in the winter 
season, for reading than is the case with those who work ten 
hours a day the year through: 

From the pulpit and through the press, we have many re- 
minders that the kind of talk commonly known as gossip should 
.be avoided, and we are constantly lectured on the evils that re- 
sult from a too free discussion of the faults and foibles of our 
neighboi-s. Possibly, if the authors of some of the unrepsonins: 
tirades in this direction would turn their attention to a means 
for a solution of the problem, by giving the people something 
more interesting and better worth talking about, more might 
be accomplished towards lessening the evils of which they com- 
plain. Two persons who have read the same book, have a topic 
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for conversation ready at hand, and extending the question to 
the broader field of general literature, we have at once opened 
up innumerable subjects for profitable discussion and entertain- 
ment of- incalculable value in the social life of the people. 

Not that the introduction of a library into a community would 
prove a panacea for all the evils that tend to lower the standard 
of social, moral and political life, but that the tendency is in 
the line of beneficial work. 

We often hear the argument used that in many towns a library 
would not be patronized or appreciated if established. I have 
serious doubt about such a town being found within the borders 
of our state, but if anyone can point out such a town, I will 
show him a community greatly in need of just such beneficent 
influences as a library is calculated to exert, and the greater the 
indifference, the greater the field of work for such an institution. 

And if its work could be supplemented with an earnest effort 
to awaken the slumbering faculties of the people, and bring 
them to realize the advantages to be obtained in this way, this 
would indeed be library work in its highest form, not alone 
supplying an existing demand for good literature, but creating 
a thirst for knowledge that must result in good to the commu- 
nity. The fact that such a condition exists, furnishes the 
strongest argument for inviting the attention and effort of the 
true friend of popular education. 

"Whatever we may thmk of the merits and constitutionality 
of the Blair educational bill, we must admire the course of the 
distinguished senator, who, recognizing the dangers of illiteracy 
and ignorance, labored persistently to remedy the existing evil 
by the advocacy of a bill, believed by him to be capable, if en- 
acted into law, of advancing educational interests in the sec- 
tions most in need of assistance. Such a course commends 
itself to the practical man, rather than the position of the con- 
stitutional grumbler, who only sees the evil and enlarges upon it, 
mourning that there is a cloud without looking for the possible 
sunshine. 

Applying the same principle to the library question, as re- 
lated to our own state, and recognizing the great lack in this 
direction, in many of our towns, we may well consider how bur 
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work can be best directed. Now if library extension is desir- 
able and in the line of progress, the matter comes down to the 
simple question as to what methods can be best employed to 
advance library interests. If it is desirable to have a free 
public library in every town of our state, what course can be 
taken to bring about such a result? 

Judging from the action taken by the towns at our last an- 
nual election, the library law of 1891 has done much to solve 
the question of the establishment of town libraries, but with 
this the work has only just begun. It is a comparatively easy 
matter to start a library, but a much harder task to guarantee 
its proper maintenance along the line of useful work. As this 
is a question which so nearly concerns the public welfare, what 
objection could be urged to the enactment of a state law, mak- 
ing it obligatory upon every town to provide a small annual 
sum to be expended in the maintenance of a free public library. 
In this way proper care of books received from the state, or 
contributed by individuals, would be insured, and the foundation 
laid for a library in every town. 

If such a law should be enacted it is true that many of the 
small towns would have only a meagre sum to be applied in 
this way. Here would be an opportunity for the state to lend 
a helping hand, and by extending state aid, in books, annually, 
to a value equal to the difference between the amount required 
to be raised and one hundred dollars, it would thus insure to 
every town at least one hundred dollars annually for the sup- 
port of a free public library. 

If the compulsory taxation should be fixed at thirty dollars 
for every dollar of the public taxes apportioned to such town, 
the annual sum required to be paid out by the state would be a 
little less than nine thousand dollars. We believe it a safe pre- 
diction that no equal sum expended by the state would produce 
better results, or be more conducive to the general welfare of 
our people. 

Equality of taxation, says the the objector, would be lost 
sight of if the smaller towns were helped while the larger ones 
received no state aid. Let us remind such, if any there be, 
that if tfie question of equality of taxation is urged to so 
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fine A point, the question of equality of privilege must also be 
recognized as an equally important factor in the solution of this 
question. Contrast, if you please, the privileges and advan- 
tages, social and intellectual, available in the centres of popu- 
lation, with the opportunities in these directions enjoyed by the 
people of the rural sections, and we must realize that with a 
proper recognition of the principle of equality of privilege, 
there could be no doubt as to the justice of extending state aid 
in the way just mentioned. 

The advocates of a change in the law would doubtless be met 
by the argument that, under the present system, the people of 
every town may get exactly the privileges they are willing to 
pay for, and if they do not choose to enjoy the benefits offered 
by the library to the extent that they are willing to voluntarily 
tax themselves for its support, it is nobody's fault but their 
own. In a measure this is true ; but again, it is not altogether 
the voters that suffer, for there are many bright boys and girls 
reaching out for the advantages to be afforded by a library, who 
are deprived of its benefits through the indifference of those 
who have the power to act. 

Without doubt there is wealth enough in Russia to prevent 
the famine and starvation with which the inhabitants of many 
districts are afflicted, but the question is one of availability. 
So there is no doubt but that towns could, in most instances, 
provide proper library facilities under the present law. The 
practical way to consider the matter is, as to what will be done 
rather than what might be accomplished. If the people of 
every town would voluntarily fulfil their duties as citizens, al- 
ways having a just regard for the rijghts of others, there would 
be no need of state laws; so if every town would properly 
maintain a free library well and good, but the experience of the 
past leads us to conclude that under the present law this will 
not be done. 

Now if the best interests of the state would be served by a 
movement in this direction, why not a little compulsory legis- 
lation ? If this is a subject for state legislation, why not try to 
to have placed upon the statute books a law that will do effec- 
tive work, by requiring every town to expend a small annual 
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sum in the^maintenance of an institution which shall send out 
helpful influences to all classes and place a lasting imprint upon 
the fortunes aud attainments of the people? 

Expend the money of the tax-payer in any direction to be 
named, and in hardly any way could it be expended, so as to 
directly benefit such a large number, as in advancing library 
interests. 

In the consideration of this question let us be progressive in 
our ideas and aggressive in our actions. Victories are not won 
by indifference* and by drifting with the tide but by aggressive 
work ; and while we may well move cautiously until in the right 
pathway, then it is that a forward movement will accomplish 
grand results. 

The future of New Hampshire depends upon the boys and 
girls brought up in our rural districts. Let us be careful, then, 
that no effoii; is spared to make most favorable conditions, look- 
ing to an education in the principles of good citizenship. And 
may the time soon come that in whatever town you may chance 
to be, whether in the sparsely settled sections of the extreme 
north, along the fertile Connecticut valley, by the lake Winni- 
piseogee or along the banks of the Merrimac, in the centres 
of trade and manufacture, or among our hill towns, there you 
shall find the free public library, exerting its benificent influ- 
ence, as shown by advancement in intellectual attainments, and 
by a quickening of literary life throughout the state. 

Let us profit by the experiences of the past, and give a just 
consideration to the words of a Franklin, a Washington and a 
Jefferson, and coming down to more recent times, to the words 
of the prominent educators and statesmen of our country ; men 
who ever advocated the advancement of educational interests, 
and who by their wise counsels, if followed, will lead us on^iard 
and^upward in the pathway of progress and prosperity. 
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In any proposed legislation relating to the establishment of 
free public libraries, it is well to carefully consider to what ex- 
tent the state should encourage the work. It is not enough to 
prove that the library is a benefit in a general way, but it must 
be clearly demonstrated that the interests of the state as a whole 
would be advanced before it can be assumed that the money of 
the tax-payer should be taken from the treasury to help advance 
library interests. If we allow that the library is a potent factor 
in educating the people, and that the establishment of such an 
institution in every town would serve as a great help in advanc- 
ing the cause of popular education, there yet remains the ques- 
tion of how the result can best be accomplished. 

In the past the opinion seems to have been held that when a 
law was enacted allowing towns to establish and maintain libra- 
ries the whole duty of the state had been performed. 

With the enactment of the Massachusetts library law of 1890, 
followed by the enactment of a similar law in our own state at 
the last session of the Legislature, came in the idea that the 
state should encourage the establishment of town libraries by 
allowing $100 worth of books to each town not already so 
favored, that would establish a library under certain conditions 
calculated to insure its continuance as a permanent town insti- 
tution ; the idea being that the state should encourage towns to 
perform a duty belonging to them, and not that the state should 
assume any considerable expense in the maintenance of the 
library. 

At the last annual March meeting about eighty towns voted 
to accept the provisions of the 1891 law, and about sixty new 
town libraries have been put into practical operation during the 
past year as a direct result of the legislation already enacted. 
At a corresponding rate the question of the establishment of 
libraries in New Hampshire will be solved within a few years. 
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Now comes the problem of proper maintenance and a consid- 
eration of the question as to the true position to be assumed by 
the state in this regard. In towns that are abundantly able to 
provide proper library facilities, it would seem that the duty of 
the state would be performed by a general supervision of the 
library interests of the state. In the small and sparsely settled 
towns the case might be different. In many of these towns the 
struggle to keep the library up to any reasonable standard of 
usefulness would perhaps be burdensome and the result of .such 
effort a matter of doubt. As the conditions of life in many such 
localities are somewhat hard at the best, who could reasonably 
object to the expenditure of a small annual sum to aid such 
communities in maintaining a library ? 

' That the sum of such annual expenditure by the state should 
b^ small, and the assistance given where most needed, would 
seem to present the proper solution of the question with a just 
regard to the interests of the tax-payer as well as of the towns 
receiving the state aid. We believe that if the state thus en- 
courages the towns the result would well justify the small ex- 
penditure necessary in can-ying out the provisions of such a law 
if enacted. 

In considering the advisability pf such a step, full considera- 
tion should be given to the question of the relative return to 
be received in proportion to the amount of the expenditure, and 
if this test is successfully passed we may then urge the enact- 
ment of such a Uw as in the line of true economy and for the 
benefit of the whole people. 



[Public Statutes of N. H., 1891., Chap. 8, Sects. 21-26.] 

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. ■■ 



Sect. 21. The governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, shall appoint four persons, residents of the state, who to- 
gether with the state librarian shall constitute a board' of library 
commissioners. The governor shall designate the chairman 
thereof. Two members of the board shall be appointed for the 
term of four years and two for two years, and thereafter the term 
of office of the commissioners shall be four years. All vacancies 
on the board shall be filled by the governor, with the consent of 
the council. 

Sect. 22. The librarian or trustees of any free public library 
may ask the board for advice in regard to the selection of books, 
cataloguing of books^ and any other matters pertaining to the 
maintenance or administration of the library; and the board 
shall give such advice iYi regard to the matters as it shall find 
practicable. The board shall make a report of its doings to the 
legislature biennially, which shall be printed in the report of the 
state librarian. 

Sect. 23. The board is hereby authorized and directed to ex- 
pend, upon the application of any town having no free public 
library owned and. controlled by the town, a sum not exceeding 
one hundred dollars for books for such town entitled to the ben- 
efits of these provisions, such books to be used by the town for 
the purpose of establishing a free public library ; and the com- 
missioners shall select and purchase all books to be so provided. 

Sect. 24. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of these 
provisions relative to free public libraries, until such town has 
accepted the provisions at a regularly called town meeting, and 
until the town shall have provided in a satisfactory manner to the 
board of commissioners for the care, custody, and distribution of 
the books furnished in accordance therewith. 
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Sect. 25. Any town accepting the provisions aforesaid shall 
annually appropriate for the use and maintenance of its free 
public library, a sum not less than fifty dollars if its last assessed 
valuation was one million dollars or upward, or a sum not less 
than twenty-five dollars if the valuation was less than one million 
and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or a 
sum not less than fifteen dollars if the valuation was less than 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 26. No member of the board of commissioners shall 
receive any compensation, but the board may expend a sum not 
exceeding three hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance 
and incidental and necessary expenses in the discharge of its 
duties ; and all sums expended under these provisions relative to 
free public libraries shall be paid from the state treasury after the 
bills therefor have been approved by the board and by the 
governor and council. 



PROPOSED LAW 

PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT, MAINTENANCE AND 
SUPERVISION OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



Section 1. The selectmen in each town, shall assess, annually, 
upon the polls and ratable estate taxable therein, a sum to be 
computed at the rate of thirty dollars for every dollar of the 
.public taxes apportioned to such town, and so for a greater or 
less sum. 

Sect. 2. The town may raise a sum exceeding the amount 
aforesaid, which shall be assessed in the same manner. 

Sect. 3. The sum so raised shall be appropriated to the sole 
purpose of establishing and maintaining a free public library 
within such . town. Every public library established by a town 
shall remain forever free to the use of every inhabitant of the 
town where the same exists. The word library shall be con- 
strued to include reference and circulating libraries and reading 
rooms. 

Sect. 4. Every town shall at its annual meeting, or at a legal 
town meeting duly warned for that purpose by the selectmen, 
elect a board of library trustees, except in cases where a free 
public library has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole 
or in part, by some donation or bequest containing other condi- 
tions or provisions for the election of its trustees or for its care 
and management, which conditions have been accepted and 
agreed to by vote of the town. 

Sect. 5. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of 
persons divisible by three which the town may decide to elect. 
At the first election of trustees one-third shall be elected for one 
year, one-third for two years, and one-third for three years, and; 
thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three 
years, or until others are chosen in their place. No person shall 
h6 ineligible to serve upon md bo^urd of trustees by re^^i^o^ of 
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sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and shall 
organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary 
from their own number. Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the 
board, the remaining members shall give notice of the fact in 
writing to the selectmen of the town, who shall proceed to fill 
such vacancy until the next annual town meeting. 

Sect. 6. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the 
entire custody and management of the free public library and all 
property of the town relating thereto; and all money raised or 
appropriated by the town for its support and maintenance, and 
all money or property that the town may receive by donation 
from any source, or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library, 
shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, 
to be expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the 
town for the support and maintenance of its free public library, 
in accordance with the conditions of each or any donation or 
bequest accepted by the town. The town treasurer shall act as 
treasurer of thie board of trustees. 

Sect. 7. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the 
town at each annual town meeting of all their receipts and ex- 
penditures, and of all the property of the town in their care and 
custody, including a statement of any unexpended balance of 
money they may have, and of any bequests or donations they 
may have received and are holding in behalf of the town, with 
such recommendations in reference to the same as they may 
deem necessary for the town to consider. 

Sect. 8. The board of library commissioners shall have gen- 
eral supervision and control of the library interests of the state, 
except the state library. 

Sect. 9. The said board shall recommend such general rules 
affecting the management and methods employed in the free 
public libraries of the state, as shall in their judgment tend to the 
establishment and maintenance of a uniform system of library 
work throughout the state. 

Sect. 10. The board shall, at least twice in each year, issue a 
library bulletin, which shall contain an advisory list of the more 
desirable new books, and such other matters of genersLl informa- 
tion relating to library work as they may deem proper. They 
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may also include a list of books or periodicals considered by 
them as pernicious, and any books or periodicals on this latter 
list shall be excluded from the shelves and tables of the free 
public libraries of the state for general reading or circulation. 
The said bulletin shall be printed and distributed under the 
direction of the commissiontef, at least three copies of the same 
being sent to each free public library in the state, and such fur- 
ther distribution being made as the judgment of the board may 
suggest. 

Sect. 11. The officials of every free public library shall from 
time to time make such reports regarding the history, manage- 
ment and general affairs of their library as may be required by 
the library commissioners. 

Sect. 12. Any town or library official violating any of the 
provisions of this act shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars. 

Sect. 13. Every town which shall be required to raise less 
than one hundred dollars by the conditions of Section 1, of this 
act, and having maintained a free pul^lic library during the pre- 
ceding year in a manner satisfactory to the library commissioners, 
shall be entitled to receive from the state, annually, for the bene- 
fit of its said library, books to the value denoted by the difference 
between the amount required to be raised and one hundred 
dollars, said books to be selected and purchased by the board of 
library commissioners ; except that no town shall be entitled to 
the benefits provided in this section which shall have, in addition 
to the town appropriation, a library fund or other source of in- 
come for library purposes amounting to one hundred dollars or 
more annually. 

Sect. 14. The board of library commissioners shall receive 
no compensation, but shall be allowed such reasonable sum for 
clerical assistance and other necessary expenses as the governor 
and council shall determine ; and all sums expended under the 
provisions of this act shall be paid from the state treasury after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board, and by the 
governor and council. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT 

Showing the state tax apportionment; the effect of the proposed library 
law; population; asaesaed valuation and tax rate. 
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Shotoing the atcUe tax apportionment; tlie effect of the proposed library 
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ShmiBing the state tax' apportionment; the effect of the proposed library 
law; population; asaeased vaZuation and tax rate. 
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" Knowledge is power." — ^Bacon. 

"There is no knowledge that is not power." — Emerson. 

"Knowledge is, indeed, that which, next to virtue, truly and 
essentially raises one man above another." — Addison. 

"Our knowledge is the amassed thought and experience of 
innumerable minds." — Emerson. 

"Every addition to true knowledsje is an addition to human 
power." — Horace Mann. 

"Knowledge, in truth, is the great sun in the firmament. 
Life and power are scattered with all its beams." — Daniel 
Webster. 

"A desire of knowledge is the natural feeling of mankind; 
and every human being whose mind is not debauched, will be 
willing to give all that he has to get knowledge." — Samuel 
Johnson. 

"Knowledge is the only fountain, both of the love and the 
principles of human liberty." — Daniel Webster. 

"If a man empties his purse into his head, no one can take 
it from him." — ^Benjamin Franklin. 

"Education is the only interest worthy the deep, controlling 
anxiety of the thoughtful man." — Wendell Phillips. 

"Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing 
army. If we retrench the wages of the schoolmaster, we must 
raise those of the recruiting sergeant." — Edward Everett. 

"The productions of the press, fast as steam can make and 
carry them, go abroad through the land, silent as snowflakes, 
but potent as thunder." — Chapin. 

"What gunpowder did for war, the printing-press has done 
for the mind ; and the statesman is no longer clad in the steel 
of special education, but every reading man is his judge." — 
Wendell Phillips. 



38 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

"I have sought for rest everywhere, but I have found it 
nowhere, except in a little corner with a little book." — Thomas 
A Kempis. 

'*The true University of these days is a Collection of Books." 
— Carlyle. 

"A library may be regarded as the solemn chamber in which 
a man may take counsel with all that have been wise and great 
and good and glorious amongst the men that have gone before 
him." — Dawson. 

"No possession can surpass or even equal a good library to 
the lover of books. Here are treasured up for his daily use 
and delectation riches which increase by being consumed, and 
pleasures which never cloy." — Langford. 

"Books are the legacies that a great genius leaves to man- 
kind, which are delivered down from generation to generation, 
as presents to the posterity of those who are yet unborn." — 
Addison. 

" One cannot celebrate books sufficiently. After saying his 
best, still something better remains to be spoken in their praise." 
— Alcott. 

"All that mankind has done, thought, gained or been * * 
is lying as in magic presei'vation in the pages of Books. They 
are the chosen possession of men." — Carlyle. 

" It is chiefly through books that we enjoy intercourse with 
superior minds, and these invaluable means of communication 
are in the reach of all. In the best books, great men talk to 
us, give us their most precious thoughts, and pour their souls 
into ours." — Channing. 

"You despise books; you whose whole lives are absorbed in 
the vanities of ambition, the pursuit of pleasure, or in indo- 
lence ; but remember that all the known world, excepting only 
savage nations, is governed by books." — Voltaire. 

"In our country and in our time no man is worthy the hon- 
ored name of statesman who does not include the highest prac- 
ticable education of the people in all his plans of administration. 
He may have eloquence, he may have knowledge of all history, 



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 39 

diplomacy, jurisprudence ; and by these he might claim in other 
countries the elevated rank of a statesman ; but unless he speaks, 
plans, labors at all times and in all places for the culture and 
edification of the whole people, he is not, he cannot be an 
American statesman." — Horace Mann. 

"The very important place which libraries occupy and are to 
occupy in the pnblic culture of this country makes all thought- 
ful labor in their behalf of great interest." — John Eaton, 
National Com. of Education. 

'^The collection of books, especially the public collection of 
books, is the measure, the meter, I may say, of the scholarly 
spirit of the community, and determines its strength and its char- 
acter. It does more than this. A library of books — of good 
books — is a creator of that hunger for knowledge which is the 
foundation of individual and public intelligence, alike essential 
to the maintenance of our institutions, to the prosperity of our 
business, to the happiness of our social and our domestic life." 
— J. W. Patterson, Supt. Public Instruction. 

*' Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institu- 
tions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as 
the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it 
is essential that public opinion should be enlightened." — 
Washington's Farewell Address. 

" The people who expect to be ignorant and free in a state 
of civilization expect what never was and never can be." — 
Thomas Jefferson. 

"Popular government without popular education is but a 
prologue to a farce or to a tragedy, or to both." — James 
Madison. 

*' It would surely be difficult to find, the world over, a more 
attractive picture, or one which represents in a material form 
more fully the height to which our civilization has reached, than 
one of those village greens on which stand side by side the 
church, the school, the library — that complete triad of the moral 
and intellectual forces of our age. Then, with the atmosphere 
of quiet and repose, in the library, which the presence and 
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compaDioDship of books almost necessarily bring, even to the 
rudest, it is difficult to overestimate the refining and elevating 
influences which it may exert on the natures of many of those 
to whom its doors are freely opened." — James M. Hubbard in 
North American Review. 

"I do not know who secured the law to establish these libra- 
ries,* bnt may every blessing rest on him ! For he did a wonder- 
ful work, and the man or committee who selected the books 
had a genius for the task, which rose to an inspiration. How 
many rainy days, how many long winter evenings, how many 
noon hours, did I spend in poring over the Abbott histories, the 
narratives of travel, and those books in which scientific princi- 
ples were popularly explained ! The recollections of the vast 
benefit and pleasure I derived from that little library — a mere 
handful of books — to which I trudged a long distance through 
rain and snow to get an occasional coveted volume, leaves the 
firm conviction in my mind that the benevolence and wisdom 
of man cannot devise a more beneficent insti'umentality than 
some general scheme whereby instructive and entertaining 
books may be made readily accessible to the youth of the rural 
portions of our country." John W. Bookwalter in Forum 
Magazine, Sept. 1891. 

Whereas, This organization recognizes the tendency to con- 
centrate population, wealth and social attractions in our larger 
towns as one of the influences which is operating to the disad- 
vantage of the rural farming districts, and that one important 
object of our efforts is to counteract this tendency, by the im- 
provement of religious, educational and social advantages, in 
those sections of our state which are removed from the attrac- 
tions of the large centres of population ; therefore 

Resolved^ That we cordially approve of the legislation re- 
cently enacted, which provides for the appointment of a library 
commission, and furnishes a small but wholesome stimulus for 
the establishment of free public libraries in those towns which 
do not already possess them, wherever the local demand for 

♦Township libraries of Indiana. 
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such institutions meets the reasonable requirements of the state 
laws. 

Resolved^ That we commend this subject to the consideration 
of the subordinate granges, as one which presents an opportu- 
nity for greatly improving the educational advantages now 
existing, by supplementing the work of the church, the press 
and the public school with the free public library. — Resolutions 

ADOPTKD BY THE NeW HAMPSHIRE StATE GrANGE, AuUUal SCS- 

sion 1891. 

Resolved^ That the executive committee of the state grange 
urge upon members of the order throughout the state the im- 
portance of becoming interested in the establishment of free 
public libraries in accordance with an act passed at the last 
session of the Legislature. The necessary funds should be 
appropriated at the annual town meetings, soon to be held, to 
make available the books to be furnished by the state, and thus 
put in operation at once an institution that will tend to elevate 
and educate the people of our country towns, and make farm 
life more attractive. — Resolutions Adopted by the Executive 
Committee of the New Hampshire State Grange, February 
17, 1892. 

*' At the last session of the state grange attention was called 
to a law enacted at the previous session of the Legislature for 
the establishment of free public libraries. The law has since 
been made operative, and at the last March meeting eighty-one 
towns voted to accept the provisions of the law. Of this num- 
ber about sixty complied with the law sufficiently to entitle 
them to state aid, and books have been furnished them. This 
is a very gratifying result for the first year's work of the library 
commission, and we trust that the grange throughout the state 
will become still more interested in the movement and assist in 
bringing to every rural town the educating influence of a good 
public library." — Master Batchelder, New Hampshire State 
Grange, Annual Address, Dec. 20, 1892. 

'* More effort should be made by our school superintendents, 
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who come into close contact with the teachers, to secure their 
active co-operation with the librarian in bringing the library 
into line with the schools. The real value of a library to a 
community lies in what it may become to the young people, 
rather than in what it is to the adult portion. For the latter 
class, they have their tastes, their desires already formed, and 
but comparatively little can be done to modify them ; but for 
the former, they are in the most plastic period of life, their 
habits of mind and action, tastes for reading and study are all 
capable of almost unlimited moulding and shaping. But to ac- 
complish anything in this direction demands careful study of 
the individual, and a determination to persist in the work until 
success is achieved. There is no place in our educational work 
where the old maxims, "here a little, there a little," "line 
upon line, "can be better applied. This is the special work of 
the teacher, because it is so closely connected with one of the 
most important branches of study in all schools, viz., the study 
of the English language. Indeed it may be doubted whether 
any one study in the whole curriculum should receive as much 
time and effort as that of the English language and literature. 
It is the mould into which is cast all other branches ; upon a 
correct understanding of its laws and principles, a thorough 
knowledge of its forms and idioms, depends our understanding 
of all knowledge and our ability to demonstrate the possession 
of it. Now the library is oftentimes the only means through 
which the teacher may lead the pupil to such a knowledge of 
English as it is properly used, and of the literature of the lan- 
guage, as shall enable him to truly know what good literature 
is. The library makes possible a course of instruction and 
training in language that would be impossible with the resources 
of the ordinary schools, even reinforced by those of many 
homes. It is, therefore, to be hoped that wherever a library 
exists, every teacher throughout the entire district or section 
having access to it will make urgent efforts to bring his pupils 
into vital relation with the books therein, and that he will devote 
himself to the task of creating in each one such an appreciation 
and love for the better things that it will be reasonably certain 
that in later years he will be satisfied only with the best." — 
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« 
Thomas B. Stockwell, Commissioner of Public Schools of 

Rhode Island, Report Dec. 31, 1891. 

It is an interesting fact that both our last President and 
our present President have been giving addresses in these late 
days upon the importance of public libraries. Mr. Cleveland 
took part, along with Mr. Low, Mr. Schurz, and Mr. Carnegie, 
in the meeting at Chickering Hall, on the afternoon of March 6, 
for the purpose of rousing the citizens of New York to a more 
generous support of the New York Free Circulating Library. 
* * * He said: '*The few words I shall speak on 
this occasion I intend rather as a pledge of my adherence to the 
cause in which you are enlisted, than an attempt to say anything 
new or instructive. I gladly join with the enthusiasm of a new 
convert in the felicitations of those who have done noble and 
effective work in the establishment and maintenance in our city 
of a free circulating library; and it seems to me they have 
abundant cause for congratulation, in a review of the good 
which has already been accomplished through their efforts, and 
in the contemplation of the further usefulness which awaits their 
continued endeavor. In every enlightened country the value of 
popular education is fully recognized, not only as a direct 
benefit to its recipients, but as an element of strength and 
safety in organized society. Considered in these aspects, it 
should nowhere be better appreciated than in this land of free 
institutions, consecrated to the welfare and happiness of its 
citizens, and deriving its sanction and its power from the people. 
Here the character of the people is inevitably impressed upon 
the government, and here our public life can no more be higher 
and purer than the life of the people, than a stream can rise 
above its fountain, or be purer than the spring in which it has 
its source. That we have not failed to realize these conditions 
is demonstrated by the establishment of free public schools on 
every side, where children are not only invited but often obliged 
to submit themselves to such instruction as will better their 
situation in life and fit them to take pail intelligently in the 
conduct of the government. Thus in our schools the young are 
taught to read, and in this manner the seed is sown fiom which 
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we expect a profitable return to the state, when its beneficiaries 
shall repay the educational advantages made for them by an 
intelligent and patriotic performance of their social and political 
duties, 

" And yet if we are to create good citizenship, which is the 
object of popular education, and if we are to insure to the 
country the full benefit of public instruction, we can by no 
means consider the work as completely done in the schoolroom^. 
While the young gathered there are fitting themselves to assume 
in the future their political obligations, there are others upon 
whom these obligations already rest, and who now have the 
welfare and safety of the country in their keeping. Our work 
is badly done if these are neglected. They have passed the 
school age, and have, perhaps, availed themselves of free in- 
struction ; but they, as well as those still in school, should 
nevertheless have within their reach the means of further mental 
improvement and the opportunity of gaining that additional 
knowledge and information which can only be secured by access 
to useful and instructive books. The husbandman who expects 
to gain a profitable return from his orchards, not only carefully 
tends and cultivates the young trees in his nurseries as they 
grow to maturity, but he generously enriches and cares for those 
already in bearing and upon which he must rely for ripened 
fruit. Teaching the children of our land to read is but the first 
step in the scheme of creating good citizens by means of free 
instruction. We teach the young to read, so that both as 
children and as men and women they may read. Our teaching 
must lead to the habit and the desire of reading to be useful ; 
and only as this result is reached can the work in our free 
schools be logically supplemented and made valuable. There- 
fore, the same wise policy and intent which open the doors of 
our free schools to our young, also suggest the completion of 
the plan thus entered upon, by placing books in the hands of 
those who in our schools have been taught to read. A man or 
woman who never reads and is abandoned to unthinking torpor, 
or who allows I he entire mental life to be bounded by the 
narrow lines of a daily recurring routine of effort for mere 
existence, cannot escape a condition of barrenness of mind, 
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which not only causes the decay of individual contentment and 
happiness, but which fails to yield to the state its justly ex- 
pected return of usefulness in valuable service and wholesome 
political action. * * * The city of New York has 
never shown herself willing to be behind other cities in such 
work as is done by our free circulating library, and, while her 
people are much engrossed in business activity and enterprise, 
they have never yet turned away from a cause once demon- 
strated to them to be so worthy and useful as this. The 
demonstration is at hand." Let it be pressed upon our fellow- 
citizens, and let them be shown the practical operation of the 
project you have in hand and the good it has accomplished, 
and the further good of which it is capable through their 
iacreased liberality, and it will be strange if they fail to respond 
generously to your appeal to put the city of New York in the 
front rank of the cities which have recognized the usefulness of 
free circulating libraries." 






President Harrison spoke at the dedication of the magnificent 
free library given by Mr. Andrew Carnegie to the city of 
Alleghany, on the evening of February 20, as follows : "I have 
spent a very instructive day in Alleghany County. I have 
seen that which was only fit in the crude state to be trodden 
under the foot of man transmuted into that which sei*ves the 
highest purposes of our material lives. I have seen that which 
was of prodigious weight, defying the direct application of 
the arm of man to move it, lifted by the skilful inventions of 
his brain as a babe would lift the toy that the fond mother 
places in its hands. Yet, great and striking as these trans- 
formations have been, I witness here to-night one that is greater 
and finer. The dull ore of the mine is transmuted into those 
forms that serve the purpose of our present life. I have seen 
made to-day the rod upon which the throbbing engines carry 
the commerce of a great nation; the engines that hold safe 
within their grasp the power of steam that propels the great 
ships upon the sea ; the vessels that bear everywhere throughout 
the world that message which this fair republic sends to the 
kindreds of all people. But here, to-night, we witness the 



